Travellers in India

In those seas there had been some knowledge of
a passage into our western seas, because, the said
doctors said, they had found some memoriall of
the matter,"* It would be tempting but fruit-
less to speculate what this " memoriall of the
matter " can have been. At all events, the tra-
vellers started, relying on their information,
but at Aden they separated, Payva in order to
go to Suakim, Covilham. to continue his journey
to India. Crossing the Indian Ocean Covilham
reached Cannanore, and subsequently Calicut
and Goa, being the first Portuguese to sail on
the Indian Ocean. Having prosecuted his
enquiries here he returned to Cairo, touching
Sofala on the way. At Cairo he received letters to
the effect that Payva had been murdered.
Covilham at once sent to John a report that
" the ships which sailed down the coast of
Guinea might be sure of reaching the termina-
tion of the Continent by persisting in a course
to the south; and that when they should arrive
in the Eastern Ocean their best direction must
be to inquire for Sofala and the Island of the
Moon."

Covilham's subsequent travels in Abyssinia,
the land of " Prester John,", are irrelevant to
the subject of this essay. Of his Indian expe-
dition he kept a journal which has unfortunately,
as already stated,t disappeared. From the third

* Purchas his PilgrimffS) vol. H, p. 1091.
t p. 28, above.
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